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A 2, 4, 10 02/20/15 
 PRC 6675.9 

PRC 6673.9 
S 2, 3 J. Sampson 
 

GENERAL LEASE – DREDGING  
 
APPLICANT: 

Sonoma Resource Conservation District  
 

AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 
Sovereign land in the Petaluma River, Novato Creek, San Pablo Bay, Sonoma 
Creek, Tolay Creek, North and East Branches of Tolay Creek, Napa Slough, 
Second Napa Slough, Third Napa Slough, Hudeman Slough, Steamboat Slough, 
Schell Slough, Railroad Slough, Rainbow Slough, and San Antonio Creek, in 
Marin and Sonoma Counties. 

 
AUTHORIZED USE: 

Maintenance dredge 10,000 cubic yards of material per 2,500 linear feet of 
adjacent levee, per parcel, per year, but not to exceed a maximum of 150,000 
cubic yards of material per year over the term of the lease for 29 Marin and 
Sonoma County landowners.  Dredged material to be disposed at the adjacent 
levee crown and mechanically compressed, or at the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers’ approved disposal sites. 
 

LEASE TERM: 
Five years, beginning October 12, 2012. 

 
CONSIDERATION: 

No monetary consideration is due for the lease because there is no commercial 
benefit from the project and the dredged material may not be sold. 

 
OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

1. Applicant represents landowners that own the uplands adjoining the lease 
premises. 

 
2. On November 15, 1994, the Commission authorized two General Leases 

– Public Agency Use, PRC Nos. 6675.9 and 6673.9, with the Southern 
Sonoma County Resource Conservation District, for a 10-year term 
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beginning May 1, 1994, and expiring April 30, 2004.  These leases 
authorized dredging for maintenance and improvement of existing levees. 
PRC 6675.9 authorized dredging activities in the Petaluma River drainage 
basin and PRC 6673.9 authorized dredging activities in the Sonoma Creek 
drainage basin.  In 2013, Southern Sonoma County Resource 
Conservation District merged with the Sotoyome Conservation District and 
was renamed the Sonoma Resource Conservation District. The Applicant 
represents 29 Marin and Sonoma County upland landowners and is now 
applying for a new General Lease – Dredging to continue dredging 
activities previously authorized under Lease Nos. PRC 6675.9 and 
6673.9.  

 
3. Dredging material and spoils are used to maintain and repair adjacent 

levee structures.  The dredging operation consists of mechanical 
excavation by long-reach excavators or drag lines.  Dredged material is 
excavated at least 10 feet from the toe of the levee on the waterborne side 
of the levee and placed on the levee crown and mechanically 
compressed, pursuant to 2012 U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
and 2013 San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission 
permits.  Staff recommends issuance of one lease for all dredging 
activities for a five-year term beginning October 12, 2012, which coincides 
with the permits issued by USACE and the California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife.   

 
4. The staff recommends that the Commission find that this activity is exempt 

from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
as a categorically exempt project. The project is exempt under Class 4, 
Minor Alterations to Land; California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 
15304, subdivision (g). 

 
Authority: Public Resources Code section 21084 and California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, section 15300. 

 
5. This activity involves lands identified as possessing significant 

environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code section 6370 et 
seq., but such activity will not affect those significant lands. Based upon 
the staff’s consultation with the persons nominating such lands and 
through the CEQA review process, it is the staff’s opinion that the project, 
as proposed, is consistent with its use classification. 
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APPROVALS OBTAINED: 
U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, San Francisco 
Bay Conservation and Development Commission, San Francisco Bay Regional 
Water Quality Control Board, and California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 
 

EXHIBITS: 
A. Land Description 
B. Site and Location Map 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 
 

CEQA FINDING: 
Find that the activity is exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant 
to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15061 as a 
categorically exempt project, Class 4, Minor Alterations to Land; California 
Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15304, subdivision (g). 
 

SIGNIFICANT LANDS INVENTORY FINDING: 
Find that this activity is consistent with the use classification designated by 
the Commission for the land pursuant to Public Resources Code section 
6370 et seq. 
 

AUTHORIZATION: 
Authorize issuance of a General Lease – Dredging to Sonoma Resource 
Conservation District beginning October 12, 2012, for a term of five years, 
to maintenance dredge 10,000 cubic yards of material per 2,500 linear 
feet of adjacent levee, per parcel, per year, but not to exceed a maximum 
of 150,000 cubic yards of material per year over the term of the lease for 
29 participating Marin and Sonoma County landowners, as described in 
Exhibit A and shown on Exhibit B (for reference purposes only) attached 
and by this reference made a part hereof; dredged material will be 
disposed on the adjacent levee crown and mechanically compacted, or at 
a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers’ approved disposal site; no monetary 
consideration is due for the lease because there is no commercial benefit 
from the project and the dredged material may not be sold. 

 
















